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German state crisis. They were not one whit blinder than other
politicians, who in their turn were no whit blinder than the
overwhelming majority of their professional political and
economic mentors, in whose expertise they so trustingly confided,
What it is legitimate to make the text of accusation is that they
failed to see that Germany was not in a material or moral state
to meet any crisis, and so to have done nothing to create those
moral and material bases on which even social misery can resist
disintegration.
The task of the Right coalition was to provide these bases;
that was the only way to make any sort of success anywhere
possible. At the moment., thanks to prosperity and decrease in
social misery,* extremism was innocuous, but it should have
been obvious that, if crisis came and the nation was no better
equipped to fight it than it was at the end of 1926, then it would
become the very reverse of innocuous. The constitutional and
foreign political victories were ideal preludes to a great effort
at social and political reconstruction, and it was the first duty
of the Right coalition to commence it. The preliminary political
steps—the creation of a true coalition and the announcement
of a fighting coalition programme—have already been indicated,
But the politicians—and even the one statesman, Stresemann—
walked cheerfully into the fellest of all traps spread in the sight
of national leaders—a period of national optimism which seems
to imply the existence of that basis of morale which is so much
more necessary than any material bases, and so to render less
urgent the provision of strong material bases. They thought that
the national morale was strong, and would be lasting, and so they
indulged in the subtlest and deadliest form of defeatism, accept-
ance of national optimism as a compliment instead of as a warning
and a challenge. Of all their errors and weaknesses, past and to
come, none was greater or more decisive than this.
* For reasons best known to its propagandists, National Socialism—and
Communist propaganda has abetted it—has always grossly exaggerated the
extent of the social misery, When one remembers that it was not until 1931
that it became really a factor, the effort to represent Hitler as having always
been Catiline has its psychological interest.

